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G'day Gibbsters,
 

 

Bloody Hell...........are you guys ready?

I thought my plans were ticking along nicely; 1. Recruit Bloody Heroic
Volunteers - CHECK. 2. Style a killer merch kit - CHECK. 3. Navigate a catering
order to feed a ravenous Lycra clad locust swarm - CHECK. 4. Submit multiple
event applications across three (3) shires - CHECK. 5. Update Insurances, Risk
Management Plans and Operational Orders - CHECK. 6. Securely stow my bike
and get a service at my LBS in Perth - OH SHIT. 

I'm not blaming the Number 1 National Highway out of Dalwallinu........but far
out Brussel Sprout - that roller coaster ride is a bloody disgrace, matched only
by my dumb arse stupidity leaving the locking pin out of the bike rack. Okay -
that's totally on me.      

So just two weeks out from The Gibb Challenge, my bike's in emergency
surgery receiving new handlebars, pedals and a derailleur - pretty much every
part that was unceremoniously skull dragged at a hundred kilometres per hour
behind the D Max last week.      

Tragic bike stories aside, we're still waiting with bated breath for the Gibb
River Road to open. This ain't our first rodeo and a quick history check reveals
this is a pretty normal state of affairs. That's not to say I'm not bricking it right
now............but the Brumours are positive with dragon flies, cooler weather,
road surveyors on ground and dropping river levels. 

Pearce off Jack. Gibb's on. 
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Major Sponsor

Broome has once again punched above it's weight with generous corporate
support of The Gibb Challenge and this huge shout out goes to Adrian Foott
and his team at Westcoast Sitefab.

The Gibb Challenge's dual axle pantry trailer was looking a little shabby after a
decade of campaigns on the Gibb River Road and desperately needed some
love. Without a moment's hesitation, Westcoast Sitefab skull-dragged it into
their yard, stripped back the ages and welded, formed and possibly even
sprinkled some magical fairy dust...........my very limited knowledge of the dark
arts of metal forging comes from the pages of J.R.R. Tolkien's The Hobbit.

Whatever wizardry they conjured, the pantry trailer will be ready to take pride
of place in each of the arrival camps as an invaluable component of the camp
kitchen for The Gibb Challenge.

Bloody cheers Westcoast Sitefab.      

 

Gibb 101 

IMPORTANT HEALTH MESSAGE

Forget cranky scrub bulls or apex predators estuarine crocodiles, the common
banded mosquito is the deadliest creature in the Kimberley. 

The Health Department recently advised of the detection of Murray Valley
Encephalitis (MVE) in populations of their sentinel chickens.......yeah, you read
that right - there're sentinel chickens posted around the Pilbara and Kimberley
and that's a cool story in itself for another time. 

The disease is common within bird species and can be transmitted to humans
by mosquitoes. It's super rare (1:10,000) for a person to become infected with
Murray Valley Encephalitis but if they do, it can be devastating. 1:3 experience
no symptoms. 1:3 suffer catastrophic brain injury. 1:3 death.

Travellers (and Gibbsters) are encouraged to wear long sleeve garments in the
evening, apply personal insect repellent containing DEET and sleep within a
protective mesh dome, tent or swag.

 

Bloody Heroic Cause
 

Rattlin' the Tin

Let's get down to tick tacks. I reckon we can raise half a million buckeroonies
($500,000) for the Kyle Andrews Foundation to help finalise their dream of a
camp in Busselton for courageous kids battling bastard illness. 

Launch your blitzkrieg fundraising campaign now;

https://fundraise.thegibbchallenge.com.au

Create a team page, colour the picture with a deadly team narrative and include
a team photo or logo..........then bombard EVERYONE in your  email contact
list;  work colleagues, casual sexual acquaintances, team mates, family and
friends, business associates, organised criminal networks........EVERYONE -
except maybe that Protected Person on your Violence Restraining
Order...................yeah nah - don't contact them. 

The fundraising hit a significant milestone when we crashed through $100K.
Well done Gibbsters. Well done. plenty more gas in the tank though guys - keep
rattling the tin for the Kyle Andrews Foundation.       

 

Gibb Challenge Sundowner

 

Registration and Safety Briefing

SPINIFEX HOTEL - 6 CLARENDON STREET DERBY

SATURDAY 11  MAY, 2024

Compulsory Team Registrations open at 1600 hours (4:00pm).

Just one member of the team is required to collect your team's registration
pack that'll be chockers full of rider's  jerseys, supporter's tees, personalised
race bibs (not that it's a race...), support vehicle stickers, any extra merch you
ordered and adventure passports. 

Your team's first aid kit will be inspected. Make sure you've got a decent one
and not just a busted arse lunch box with a couple of bandaids and an
aspirin. If your team mate comes a cropper, they'll need some decent first aid
before the Gibbulance arrives.  

Compulsory Safety Briefing at 1800 hours (6:00pm).

Make sure you got a beer in your hand and shut up. This stuff's important so I
need your attention. 

The Spini may still have some accommodation available.......might
be the last time you'll see a flushing dunny for a week. 

The smart money is on contacting The Spini and pre-ordering your packaged
alcohol. They have a comprehensive stock of beers, wines and premixed drinks.
What's more, they'll pack it in ice to make sure it's frosty cold on collection. 

Phone - 9191 1233

 

DAY 1 : Derby to Imintji Campgrounds

 

The Gibb Challenge stumbled upon the warm hospitality of Imintji Community
several years ago when a late wet season threw our planned overnight camp at
Bell's Gorge into disarray.

We found ourselves camped in the forecourt of their community store, up
driveways, on bush tracks, along fence lines, under the fuel storage tanks and
just about every other spare inch of ground available!

Since then and under the steady stewardship of tall Texan John Bennett, the
community have developed a purpose-built campground that not only serves as
our perfect respite on DAY ONE, it provides the community with a valuable
tourist asset that creates valuable skills and generational employment. It also
allows Imintji Mob to showcase their vibrant Ngarinyin culture through art,
dance, story telling and tours.

Imintji Campgrounds are  dominated by the Wunaamin Miliwundi Ranges,
forming a stunning backdrop, but also feature some welcome amenities like hot
showers, fresh water and even flushing toilets.

We'll still  set up a few of the   'Jimmy's Thunderboxes' so Gibb Virgins
can  appreciate the upgrades and Gibb Veterans can hone their rodeo
skills............

If you're wandering what the first day's ride entails - yeah you read that right
on the topographical map. It's 228 kilometres on the first day! Small
consolation that half that distance is bitumen.........right up until the hills start. 

 

DAY 2 : Imintji to Mount Elizabeth

Day Two is a doddle by comparison to the 238 kilometre flog fest of the first
day. It's still a big day in the saddle so don't be thinking 116 kilometres is
hardly worth rolling out of your swag for........truth be  told, that first contact
with the saddle in the morning is a whole new level of nasty. 

Veteran Gibbsters will quickly fall into the rhythm of The Gibb; stupid o'clock
the gennies get a kick in the guts; Oh six hundred - breakfast; seven bells -
lunch service; seven thirty - safety briefing and; eight in the AM - Group A
(Soloists & Dualists) START.

Groups B, C and D are set off at twenty minute intervals to reduce our event's
traffic footprint and enhance participant safety.  There's a funky  formula to
work which teams go in what Group, but it's fair to say there ain't no
empirical science behind it.

The Soloists & Dualists are easy. They're the first Group away each morning so
they have the most time to make the twilight curfew. Then there's the crazy fast
teams; the slow teams; and the neither fast nor slow
teams........our Domestiques that keep the dusty peloton tight.  

By day's end, we're rolling into Mount Elizabeth Station for another incredible
Kimberley evening of impossibly satisfying camp cooking, fat tyre fellowship
and the crooning goodness of Ian 'Voice of The Gibb' Cocker...........at least a
synthesised version 'cause our very own Rock Legend can't make the gig this
year............miss you already mate, but know you'll always be welcome to rejoin
the dusty peloton.   

 

DAY 3 : Mount Elizabeth to Ellenbrae

Day 3 is a very special stage through God's Country, with stunning vistas, river
crossings and some killer jump ups to climb, and fast and furious descents to
enjoy. Just might just be my favouritist, favourite stage.

Woo Hoo!

If you believe the bullshit topographical map.........it's down hill all the way!

Hump Day's another big day in the saddle at a tickle under 140 kilometres, but
riding through the East Kimberley is worth every bloody pedal stroke.

Shut up legs.

Arrival at Ellenbrae is a real camping treat, just like East Kimberley camping
should be. Wash off the dust in Ringer's Waterhole or if you're feeling a little
precious, stoke the wood fired 'donkey' for a steaming hot shower.

After pitching your tent or throwing the swag, we gather at bottom camp for
another impossibly delicious dinner treat from the Bloody Heroic Volunteers
and maybe another acoustic performance under the stars...............magic.

If we're super lucky, dingo song will be our bush lullaby.

Special shout out to our new venue hosts Fiona and Mark - hope you're safe
and well through another epic wet season. Please put some scones aside for the
dusty peloton in 2024.

 

DAY 4 : Ellenbrae to Home Valley Station

This stage is my absolute favouritist (calling it - real word) favourite of all the
daily stages. It's a pearler from the first pedal stroke, crossing the Durack
River, smashing Rollie's Jump Up and screaming down Gregory's before
another dunking in Bindoola Creek..........then the kicker, a 200 foot climb to
the Lookout and those sensational panoramic views of the Cockburn Ranges.

Beeeee - Ute - Eeeeee - Full.

When you've soaked the views for all they're worth, point the tredlie downhill
for a thrilling 2 kilometre gravity assisted romp to The Promised Lands - Home
Valley Station.

At HV8 we're greeted with a resort pool, fully licensed bar, luxurious grass
campgrounds, laundry facilities, more hot showers than you can point a dusty
cyclist at.........and flushing dunnies, just like home - not a thunder box to be
seen!

This is party night on The Gibb Challenge  - overindulge with amazing food,
warm hospitality, great company and a maybe a couple too many brewskies.
Tomorrow's a lazy 50 kilometre stage, so maybe we can stay up a little late
tonight and join the Tractor Party?

DAY 5 : Home Valley to El Questro

 

Leaving the best to last, ELQ - the world acclaimed million acre wilderness is
just fifty kilometres down the track.......that's like being next door in a
Kimberley way.

(Kimberley mob - hyper extend lower jaw and purse your bottom lip in the
direction of intended travel.)

The dusty peloton enjoys a bit of a sleep in on our last day - a small concession
to the bawdy exuberances of our night of celebrations at Home Valley's Dusty
Bar and Grill. The Group Starts are forgotten and teams are invited to head off
at their own leisurely pace, ablaze with fancy dress........or for those entirely
comfortable in their own skin, not even a stitch of clothing.

Crossing the iconic Pentecost River Crossing is a bucket-list experience on the
Gibb River Road. For the 4WD adventure seekers, it's a low range crawl with
the hubs locked. On a bike though, it's apply the death grip to the handlebars
and surge on through...........extra credit points for pulling a wheelie. Double
credit points for pulling a wheelie naked.

Technically the Gibb River Road terminates at Victoria Highway, but most
Gibbsters pause at the ELQ's sign for the obligatory team photo before setting
their sights on the Swinging Arm Bar.

It will be another big night of celebrations with ELQ's attentive hospitality, a
ripper barbecue feast and live music. 

https://mailer.pebbledesign.com/t/r-l-tiukukx-l-y/
https://mailer.pebbledesign.com/t/r-l-tiukukx-l-r/
https://mailer.pebbledesign.com/t/r-l-tiukukx-l-j/
https://mailer.pebbledesign.com/t/r-l-tiukukx-l-t/
https://mailer.pebbledesign.com/t/r-l-tiukukx-l-i/
https://mailer.pebbledesign.com/t/r-l-tiukukx-l-d/
https://mailer.pebbledesign.com/t/r-l-tiukukx-l-h/
https://mailer.pebbledesign.com/t/r-l-tiukukx-l-k/
https://mailer.pebbledesign.com/t/r-l-tiukukx-l-u/
https://mailer.pebbledesign.com/t/r-l-tiukukx-l-o/
https://mailer.pebbledesign.com/t/r-l-tiukukx-l-b/
https://mailer.pebbledesign.com/t/r-l-tiukukx-l-n/
https://mailer.pebbledesign.com/t/r-l-tiukukx-l-p/
https://mailer.pebbledesign.com/t/r-l-tiukukx-l-x/
https://mailer.pebbledesign.com/t/r-l-tiukukx-l-m/


 

Thanks, yah bloody legends..........

Want To Support The Gibb
Challenge......? 

Sponsors receive both direct and indirect benefits including; 1. Develop new
markets for your products & services in the Kimberley; 2. Increase
community awareness of your corporate profile & image; 3. Maximise
advertising & marketing scope through association with an award winning
charity platform; 4. Attract local, state & national media attention; 5. Mingle
with motivating community members........freakin' amazing Gibbsters.  

FOUNDATION PARTNERS; Tropicool Refrigeration, Broome Cycles, Hertz
Kimberley and Tourism WA - Royalties for Regions 

PRINCIPAL SPONSOR; None Remaining

DIAMOND SPONSOR; None Remaining

PEARL SPONSOR: One Opportunity Remaining  

SPONSOR'S BENEFITS 

 

 

The Ultimate Cycling Adventure

 

 

 

 

www.thegibbchallenge.com.au

0436 856 034

simon@karunjie.com.au

Visit our Facebook Page
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