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G'day Gibbsters,
 

 

Bloody Hell. 

There's less than 8 weeks to go and now there's 3 gnarly weather systems
lurking off the coast of Queensland, Northern Territory AND Western
Australia. I'm sweating bricks they'll turn into menacing tropical cyclones and
SMASH the top end with a bucket load of rain. But it won't do to worry about it
- there's not a lot us mere mortals can do in the face of a furious mother
nature........and that's the wet season after all. 

There is a planning element waking me in a cold sweat most nights: Bloody
Heroic Volunteers. We're building a dead set killer team, but there's a
gaping hole in our LOGISTICS Team.

I'm desperately seeking two (2) Bloody Heroic Volunteers with their own high
clearance 4WDs prepared to tow the event's trailers. If you know someone
who's looking for a life defining Kimberley adventure without the silly
nonsense of riding a bike, they don't mind getting their hands dirty and they
have a superior level of CDF................I'd love to hear from them.

If you're a team captain, keep herding those cats and mustering them seagulls.
Eight weeks out is the pointy end of preparations so your team needs to be
registered, paid and then complete their waiver and order their complimentary
rider's jersey or supporter's tee. Deadline for the free stuff is 28 March,
2024. 

Hurry up! Hurry up! 

 

Gibb 101 - FAQs

Is the Gibb River Road going to be open?

Million dollar question mate. Short answer; I don't know, but I'm growing with
cautious optimism those menacing systems north of the state may be the last
hurrah for the wet season. We're in for a pretty anxious weekend and beyond
that, we'll just have to see how much water the rivers can cope with.  

Main Roads WA will open the Gibb River Road once they determine that it is
safe to do so. Usually vehicles under 3 tonnes are the first permitted on the
Gibb. There's no special dispensations for our little bike ride in the bush. Road
Closed.............means; ROAD CLOSED. 

What safety equipment do we need?

Compulsory team safety equipment includes; a UHF radio, comprehensive first
aid kit, 20 litres of water and while I can't insist upon it, a flashing or strobing
amber lights will significantly enhance your visual signature and rider safety.

Riders must wear an Australian Standards bicycle helmet. Protective glasses
(sunglasses) are strongly recommended, so too full fingered gloves, enclosed
shoes and sunscreen. Riders must carry at least 1.2 litres of hydrating fluids -
that's two (2) 600 ml water bottles or a hydration backpack. If you're
using  sports hydration - put 'em in your water bottle, not your backpack.
Bottles are easier to clean..........hydration packs just get manky.    

Can I buy you a beer?

Yes, you may.

Is it too late to place an order for an extra jersey, tee or knicks?

You've only got until Thursday 28 March and then I place the order the
following day. That's it. No soup for you. Two years. There may a few available
for sale at the Team Registration and Safety Briefing at the Spinifex Hotel - hit
me up there but I'm keeping the order pretty lean. 

Should I clip in?

There's plenty of benefits to go clipless. While you don't actually 'pull' through
the upward stroke, you can unweight the non-driving foot, making the
downward stroke  more effective. Being clipped in also maintains your foot in
the optimal position on the pedal and secures your foot when the corrugations
shake you around like a rag doll.

It's a rite of passage to fall while still clipped securely to your pedals. We've all
done it. You might want to consider dual sided pedals; one clipless and the
other flat. If you do decide to go clipless, wind the retention back so you can
disengage easily and practice, practice, practice..........and brace for impact.

You will fall. Everyone falls.   

 

Here's my pitch to recruit this year's Bloody Heroic Volunteers.

It won't be all beers and skittles keeping the ravenous lycra clad hoard  fed,
watered, repaired, recorded and roused each day.........but the dusty peloton
needs some dead set heroes to make it tick! 

At the end of our shared Kimberley adventure, there won't be superlatives
enough to talk you guys up, but I'll make a down-payment on the debt of
gratitude owed with..........thank you.

As a  Bloody Heroic Volunteer, you'll   enjoy plenty of shits and giggles
throughout our life defining adventure. And for all the epic effort,
determination and good cheer, not a single pedal stroke required! 

If you have a high clearance 4WD and you can tow one of the event's
trailers or if you're even half as handy as Andy Garlepp with a
camera, I NEED YOU! I WANT YOU..........  

EMAIL - simon@karunjie.com.au or PHONE - 0436 856 034

 

 

Bloody Heroic Cause
 

Rattlin' the Tin

Let's get down to tick tacks. I reckon we can raise half a million buckeroonies
($500,000) for the Kyle Andrews Foundation to help finalise their dream of a
camp in Busselton for courageous kids battling bastard illness. 

Launch your blitzkrieg fundraising campaign now;

https://fundraise.thegibbchallenge.com.au

Create a team page, colour the picture with a deadly team narrative and include
a team photo or logo..........then bombard EVERYONE in your  email contact
list;  work colleagues, casual sexual acquaintances, team mates, family and
friends, business associates, organised criminal networks........EVERYONE -
except maybe that Protected Person on your Violence Restraining
Order...................yeah nah - don't contact them. 

The fundraising hit a significant milestone when we crashed through $50K.
Well done Gibbsters. Well done. But it's just a start..............          

 

DAY 1 : Derby to Imintji Campgrounds

 

The Gibb Challenge stumbled upon the warm hospitality of Imintji Community
several years ago when a late wet season threw our planned overnight camp at
Bell's Gorge into disarray.

We found ourselves camped in the forecourt of their community store, up
driveways, on bush tracks, along fence lines, under the fuel storage tanks and
just about every other spare inch of ground available!

Since then and under the steady stewardship of tall Texan John Bennett, the
community have developed a purpose-built campground that not only serves as
our perfect respite on DAY ONE, it provides the community with a valuable
tourist asset that creates valuable skills and generational employment. It also
allows Imintji Mob to showcase their vibrant Ngarinyin culture through art,
dance, story telling and tours.

Imintji Campgrounds are  dominated by the Wunaamin Miliwundi Ranges,
forming a stunning backdrop, but also feature some welcome amenities like hot
showers, fresh water and even flushing toilets.

We'll still  set up a few of the   'Jimmy's Thunderboxes' so Gibb Virgins
can  appreciate the upgrades and Gibb Veterans can hone their rodeo
skills............

If you're wandering what the first day's ride entails - yeah you read that right
on the topographical map. It's 228 kilometres on the first day! Small
consolation that half that distance is bitumen.........right up until the hills start. 

 

DAY 2 : Imintji to Mount Elizabeth

Day Two is a doddle by comparison to the 230 kilometre flog fest of the first
day. It's still a big day in the saddle so don't be thinking 116 kilometres is
hardly worth rolling out of your swag for........truth be  told, that first contact
with the saddle in the morning is a whole new level of nasty. 

Veteran Gibbsters will quickly fall into the rhythm of The Gibb; stupid o'clock
the gennies get a kick in the guts; Oh six hundred - breakfast; seven bells -
lunch service; seven thirty - safety briefing and; eight in the AM - Group A
(Soloists & Dualists) START.

Groups B, C and D are set off at twenty minute intervals to reduce our event's
traffic footprint and enhance participant safety.  There's a funky  formula to
work which teams go in what Group, but it's fair to say there ain't no
empirical science behind it.

The Soloists & Dualists are easy. They're the first Group away each morning so
they have the most time to make the twilight curfew. Then there's the crazy fast
teams; the slow teams; and the neither fast nor slow
teams........our Domestiques that keep the dusty peloton tight.  

By day's end, we're rolling into Mount Elizabeth Station for another incredible
Kimberley evening of impossibly satisfying camp cooking, fat tyre fellowship
and the crooning goodness of Ian 'Voice of The Gibb' Cocker...........at least a
synthesised version 'cause our very own Rock Legend can't make the gig this
year............miss you already mate, but know you'll always be welcome to rejoin
 

 

DAY 3 : Mount Elizabeth to Ellenbrae

Day 3 is a very special stage through God's Country, with stunning vistas, river
crossings and some killer jump ups to climb, and fast and furious descents to
enjoy. Just might just be my favouritist, favourite stage.

Woo Hoo!

If you believe the bullshit topographical map.........it's down hill all the way!

Hump Day's another big day in the saddle at a tickle under 140 kilometres, but
riding through the East Kimberley is worth every bloody pedal stroke.

Shut up legs.

Arrival at Ellenbrae is a real camping treat, just like East Kimberley camping
should be. Wash off the dust in Ringer's Waterhole or if you're feeling a little
precious, stoke the wood fired 'donkey' for a steaming hot shower.

After pitching your tent or throwing the swag, we gather at bottom camp for
another impossibly delicious dinner treat from the Bloody Heroic Volunteers
and maybe another acoustic performance under the stars...............magic.

If we're super lucky, dingo song will be our bush lullaby.

Special shout out to our new venue hosts Fiona and Mark - hope you're safe
and well through another epic wet season. Please put some scones aside for the
dusty peloton in 2024.

 

DAY 4 : Ellenbrae to Home Valley Station

This stage is my absolute favouritist (calling it - real word) favourite of all the
daily stages. It's a pearler from the first pedal stroke, crossing the Durack
River, smashing Rollie's Jump Up and screaming down Gregory's before
another dunking in Bindoola Creek..........then the kicker, a 200 foot climb to
the Lookout and those sensational panoramic views of the Cockburn Ranges.

Shut up legs.

When you've soaked the views for all they're worth, point the tredlie downhill
for a thrilling 2 kilometre gravity assisted romp to The Promised Lands - Home
Valley Station.

At HV8 we're greeted with a resort pool, fully licensed bar, luxurious grass
campgrounds, laundry facilities, more hot showers than you can point a dusty
cyclist at.........and flushing dunnies, just like home - not a thunder box to be
seen!

This is party night on The Gibb Challenge  - overindulge with amazing food,
warm hospitality, great company and a maybe a couple too many brewskies.
Tomorrow's a lazy 50 kilometre stage, so maybe we can stay up a little late
tonight and join the Tractor Party?

DAY 5 : Home Valley to El Questro

 

Leaving the best to last, ELQ - the world acclaimed million acre wilderness is
just fifty kilometres down the track.......that's like being next door in a
Kimberley way.

(Kimberley mob - hyper extend lower jaw and purse your bottom lip in the
direction of intended travel.)

The dusty peloton enjoys a bit of a sleep in on our last day - a small concession
to the bawdy exuberances of our night of celebrations at Home Valley's Dusty
Bar and Grill. The Group Starts are forgotten and teams are invited to head off
at their own leisurely pace, ablaze with fancy dress........or for those entirely
comfortable in their own skin, not even a stitch of clothing.

Crossing the iconic Pentecost River Crossing is a bucket-list experience on the
Gibb River Road. For the 4WD adventure seekers, it's a low range crawl with
the hubs locked. On a bike though, it's just apply the death grip to the
handlebars and surge on through...........extra credit points for pulling a
wheelie. Double credit points for pulling a wheelie naked.

Technically the Gibb River Road terminates at Victoria Highway, but most
Gibbsters pause at the ELQ's sign for the obligatory team photo before setting
their sights on the Swinging Arm Bar.

It will be another big night of celebrations with ELQ's attentive hospitality, a
ripper barbecue feast and live music. 

 

Thanks, yah bloody legends..........

Want To Support The Gibb
Challenge......? 

Sponsors receive both direct and indirect benefits including; 1. Develop new
markets for your products & services in the Kimberley; 2. Increase
community awareness of your corporate profile & image; 3. Maximise
advertising & marketing scope through association with an award winning
charity platform; 4. Attract local, state & national media attention; 5. Mingle
with motivating community members........freakin' amazing Gibbsters.  

FOUNDATION PARTNERS; Tropicool Refrigeration, Broome Cycles, Hertz
Kimberley and Tourism WA - Royalties for Regions 

PRINCIPAL SPONSOR; One Opportunity

DIAMOND SPONSOR; None Remaining

PEARL SPONSOR: Three Opportunities Remaining  

SPONSOR'S BENEFITS 
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The Ultimate Cycling Adventure

 

 

 

 

www.thegibbchallenge.com.au

0436 856 034

simon@karunjie.com.au

Visit our Facebook Page
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